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SENATE BI LL 6264

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators ke, Rasmussen and Morton

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to mass marking of chinook sal non; anendi ng RCW
75.08.510; creating a new section; and nmaking an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that mass marking of
hat chery-raised salnmon is an effective tool for inplenenting selective
salnmon fisheries in this state. Mass marking of coho salnon is
currently underway and holds great promse for naintaining both
recreational and comercial fishing opportunities while protectingwld
st ocks. In view of the anticipated listing of Puget Sound chinook
sal nron as endangered under the federal endangered species act, the
| egislature finds that it is essential to expeditiously proceed with
i npl enenting a mass mar ki ng program for chinook sal non in Puget Sound
and el sewhere in the state.

Through a cooperative effort by state and federal agencies and
private enterprise, appropriate technol ogies have been devel oped for
mar ki ng chi nook sal non. It is the intent of the legislature to use
these newy devel oped tools to inplenent chinook sal non nmass marking
beginning in April 1999.
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Sec. 2. RCW75.08.510 and 1995 ¢ 372 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall mark appropriate coho sal non that are rel eased
fromdepartnent operated hatcheries and rearing ponds in such a manner
that the fish are externally recogni zabl e as hatchery origi n sal non by
fishers for the purpose of maximzed catch while sustaining wild and
hat chery reproducti on.

The departnent shall mark all appropriate chinook sal non targeted
for contribution to the Wshington catch that are released from
department operated hatcheries and rearing ponds in such a manner that
the fish are externally recognizable as hatchery origin salnon by
fishers.

The goal of the marking programis: (1) The annual marking by June
30, 1997, of all appropriate hatchery origin ((ehinreek—and)) coho
sal non produced by the departnment with marking to begin with the 1994
Puget Sound coho brood; and (2) the annual marking by June 30, 1999, of
all appropriate hatchery origin chinook salnon produced by the
departnment with marking to begin with the 1998 chinook brood. The
departnent may experinent with different nethods for marking hatchery
salnmon with the primary objective of maxi mum survival of hatchery
mar ked fish, maximum contribution to fisheries, and mninmm cost
consistent wth the other goals.

The departnment shall coordinate with other entities that are
produci ng hatchery chinook and coho salnon for release into public
waters to enabl e the broadest application of the marking programto al
hat chery produced chi nook and coho salnon. The ultinmate goal of the
program is the coast-wide marking of appropriate hatchery origin
chi nook and coho salnon, and the protection of all wld chinook and
coho sal non, where appropriate.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The sum of one mllion dollars is
appropriated for fiscal year 1999 fromthe general fund--state to the
departnment of fish and wildlife solely for the purpose of inplenenting
a mass marking program for chinook salnmon on a state-w de basis
begi nning with the 1998 brood year. The funds shall be used for actual
mar ki ng of fish. None of the funds shall be used for equipnent
purchase or additional staff.
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